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RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OKANOGAN COUNTY

NOVEMBER 10, 2020

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met for a Regular session at 123 5th Avenue North,
Okanogan, Washington on November 10, 2020, with; Vice Chairman, Commissioner Chris Branch;
Member, Commissioner Andy Hover; and Clerk of the Board, Laleña Johns, present. 

The full detail of the commissioners’ proceedings was captured via AV Capture video and is available
to the public on the county’s website. 

Chairman, Commissioner Jim DeTro was absent today.

Commissioner Hover attending ASFME Union Negotiations until 9:45 a.m.

Staff Meeting
Naomie Peasley, Pete Palmer, Maurice Goodall

Joe Poulin explained the need to install two lights on the North End Courthouse parking light by the
PUD. A Dude request came through requesting additional lights. There is not charge to install but
would cost around $7.00 per month. The parking lot is dark. Commissioner Branch did not want the
lights to disturb the neighbors and would prefer the light be a down directional light. Looked at some
snowblowers for the fairgrounds and courthouse complex campus.

Lauri Caswell new Emergency Management assistant. Working to move the offices to the old water
resources space that was previously occupied by Planning. 

Ms. Peasley updated the board on the FAC meeting last night. Signed the policies and procedures
and approved for 2021 that will be provided for commissioners’ approval. Security company was met
with for the security camera installation. 

Discussion-CARES ACT Funds -Lauri Jones Public Health
Ms. Jones reminded the commissioners they dedicated 25% of the county’s CARES ACT funds
$575,000 of the first allocation. There are two contracts in place with Public Health one with ATLAS for
testing and have outlined school and community testing in every town starting tonight in Omak 3-8 and
tomorrow 8-1 at north school in Omak. Starting to see an increase in cases in the county and in areas
that haven’t been noted since July. There are clusters to be identified and the only way to know is
through testing. Incident rates are above what the state wanted for opening schools. To drive the rates
down we need to do more testing. They feel Public Health doesn’t have a good handle on where the
cases are cropping up and cannot say the reason for the uptick in cases. She will request additional
funding from the Public Health to help pay for testing. The State has agreed to include us in a pilot for
schools that can be developed right now which may help with state support. Ms. Jones explained
antigen tests that were received among other types of glucose type tests that will be used. The goal is
to keep schools open. Working with Life Line as they have a mobile testing unit that can be deployed
rapidly. 

Public Health has a need for additional funding.

Fire #15 has been crippled by COVID expenses, Public Health has worked extensively with them
during the pandemic. Commissioner understand and will be considering their request today for
CARES funds reimbursement. 
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CANCELLED Update-Okanogan County Auditor

Discussion CARES ACT Funds Request-EMS Services
Wayne Walker, Maurice Goodall, Cindy Button Via Zoom, Tanya Vallance via Zoom

Commissioner Branch explained clarification was needed regarding the request of Life Line for
Cardiac Monitors for use of Tonasket and Oroville EMS Districts. The districts have Zoel monitors, but
Zoel is no longer supporting those and a work around was done by Life Line, but ZOEL notified Life
Line regarding the E series monitors. There is a little time to replace till 2/2022. The request is to
replace the old equipment that is used for help respond to COVID pandemic and use telemedicine. It
won’t blanket everything but with Hospitals the monitors will help provide medical support in real time
about the patient. This will help prevent overflow of the hospitals. The technology will also bring the
ability to send EKG information ahead to the hospital, and will require buy in by hospitals but EMT’s
will be able to send the information to the hospitals ahead of time. Company wide Life Line is
replacing 11 monitors. By replacing the Tonasket Oroville monitors they won’t have to worry about
pulling their equipment off one ambulance on to another to serve that area. 

Ventilators were discussed. The ventilators must be run by a paramedic and would be stationed in
Omak as LL is responsible for services areas in several towns that would be used in the Omak
operation. Life Line has two ventilators. Emergency Management secured additional ventilators for
emergency situations. The ZOEL ventilators are considered a closed-circuit system and benefit
COVID patients specifically because it doesn’t allow COVID air back out. From a safety situation the
ZOEL closed system provides crew safety as the crew is in the ambulance with the patient for hours.
Having the closed system provides safety. The ventilators EM has helps with the surge, but they do
not help with the daily need when multiple transports are required. They will be great at max capacity
for use in the hospitals. The ZOEL will use the atmosphere to ventilate the patient. It is unknown how
much the equipment will be needed or the surge in COVID. LL is requesting four ventilators. 

Commissioner Hover stated an agreement with LL to state the equipment is owned by the EMS
Districts. The county should make the purchase and then allow the districts to operate the equipment
and maintain the equipment for Preventative maintenance requirements. All the equipment and the
burden of that would be done by LL to ensure the devices work, but the county actually purchases it.
Commissioner Branch agrees that would be best. Addendums to the EMS Contracts for each district
would be best which would outline agreement as discussed today. 

Mr. Goodall stated EM ventilators are portable and right now in storage. They are operable and ready.
The state sent information about training on the equipment use, but he has not seen that scheduled
yet. 

Cindi Button discussed the Aero Methow discussed her proposal for the Methow EMS District. She
understands the purchasing and the ownership of the equipment and other costs of the request.
Commissioner Hover stated all three requests are three different type of entity. If Aero Methow ceases
to exist what happens to the nonprofit. Cindi said it would have to go to another non-profit and not sold
for profit. They have been in operation for 52 years. She did not see it as a problem to purchase and
put into their inventory as county owned equipment. Any amendment that is needed they are willing to
do. They also use ZOEL monitors so it is important to have consistency and are a key piece of
equipment. 

Motion
Commissioner Hover moved to approve the requests from Fire #15, Aero Methow and Life Line for
CARES ACT type expenditures and directed that the appropriate documentation be generated to
secure the arrangement. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried. 

Update Public Works-Engineer Josh Thomson
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Engineer Thomson provided his agenda and discussed the items listed there.

Maintenance and Road Conditions
Public Works met with staff to ensure continued COVID measures with staff and shop crews. The
reminder to follow protocols were discussed. The cumulative contact of 15 minutes over a 24-hour
period. Essential workers protocol was discussed for those workers that work alone and how to
coordinate when other contact is needed like to load sand. Interlocal agreement between county’s was
also discussed at the meeting. 

Commissioners thought it would be great to order the equipment now that is budgeted for expending
in 2021 since it takes so long for the equipment to be built and provided. We are just now receiving
our 2020 order to pay for that was ordered in 2019. 

Kermel Grade
Working through the Kermel Grade road project, but there doesn’t appear to be related paperwork.
We do not have a storm water utility or fund and we don’t and funds collected from those pay for
issues such as this. The property owner intends to contact the commissioners to relay their thoughts
on the situation. Commissioner Branch thought a conversation with them together with the
commissioners and PW would be best. 

Sinlahekin Rd
Hoping all supplies are in to complete the project before bow season.

Peter Dan Rd
The slide fix was completed yesterday. There are fewer issues down slop due to less water in the
slope. 

Fairgrounds Dump Truck Payments
Resolution 91-2019 was discussed. Inconsistencies were discussed. There was not interest we are
paying down the replacement cost as in CAMS. Engineer Thomson stated he discussed the issue with
the Treasurer. If an annual payment of $3600 is chosen PW will submit an invoice to the Clerk of the
Board around October or November for payment processing. Commissioner Hover asked that a letter
of memorandum be generated that summarizes the situation and annual payment options that can be
provided to the County Treasurer. 

Consent Agenda Items were discussed and explained briefly. 

Commissioners discussed needed addendums to the EMS District contracts for the equipment
purchases. 

Public Health Board Meeting-Public Health Bldg 1234 2nd Ave S, Okanogan
Commissioners Hover and Branch attended the Board of Health meeting returning around 2:55 p.m.

Budget Work Session-Extension-Kayla Wells Moses
Overtime Exempt through WSU with the threshold changes for those classified wages must go up to a
minimum is $49,831 however the budget does not provide the minimum. Commissioners and Kayla
Wells Moses discussed the WSU 4H Coordinator position as it may no longer qualify for Overtime
Exempt wages. Ms. Wells Moses stated a letter from the county may be need to be sent to WSU to
cover her full benefits on a 36-hour work week as a WSU employee. Overtime hours were discussed
and calculated that were worked in 2020. The overtime will be provided in a different line item in the
budget. The salary line will no longer include overtime, but she will get paid the same as long as she
works the overtime. Ms. Wells-Moses will talk to WSU on how that will work on their end. The
alternative is that no overtime hours can be worked she would need to work within the 40-hour work
week. There is a time management responsibility and may be the only way for the commissioners to
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resolve the wage issue, but WSU will need to be consulted. 

Utility bill was adjusted because it has been very high. 

Approve Commissioners Proceedings November 2, 3, & 4 2020
Commissioners did not approve the proceedings as time was needed for review and corrections. 

Approve Consent Agenda
Commissioner Hover moved to approve the consent agenda items 1-3. Motion was seconded, all
were in favor, motion carried. 
1. Contract-2020 Gravel Crushing and or Supply-DeAtley Crusing Company
2. Agreement-State Sno Park Plowing & Grooming Interagency-Public Works
3. Resolution 149-2020 Replacing Fairgrounds Fee Schedule

Motion Tonasket EMS District 
Commissioner Hover moved to adjourn as the BOCC and reconvene as the Tonasket EMS District.
Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried.

Commissioner Hover moved to approve the Voucher certification and authorize the Tonasket EMS
District vouchers to be paid in the amount of $16,200 to Life Line for October Services. Motion was
seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.

Commissioner Hover moved to adjourn as the Tonasket EMS District and Reconvene as the Oroville
Rural EMS District. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried.

Motion Oroville Rural EMS District 
Commissioner Hover moved to adjourn as the BOCC and reconvene as the Oroville Rural EMS
District. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried.

Commissioner Hover moved to approve the Voucher certification and authorize the Oroville Rural
EMS District vouchers to be paid in the amount of $9,680. Motion was seconded, all were in favor,
motion carried.

Commissioner Hover moved to adjourn as the Oroville Rural EMS District and Reconvene as the
Methow Valley EMS District. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried.

Motion Methow Valley EMS District 
Commissioner Hover moved to adjourn as the BOCC and reconvene as the Methow Valley EMS
District. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried.

Commissioner Branch moved to approve the Voucher certification and authorize the Methow Valley
EMS District vouchers to be paid in the amount of $57,550.16. Motion was seconded, all were in favor,
motion carried.

Commissioner Branch moved to adjourn as the Methow Valley EMS District and Reconvene as the
BOCC. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried.

The board adjourned at 4:05 p.m.


